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Courses
Contact hours identified in the course descriptions are based on a 15-week
term.  Students who enroll in Summer or mini-terms are expected to meet the
same total number of contact hours as a 15-week term.

COMS 5003. Research in Communication Sciences. The process of
inquiry and research modalities and techniques; applications in the field
of Communication Sciences. Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three
hours.

COMS 5012. Aural Habilitation. Intervention for individuals with
hearing difference in the areas of auditory, speech, and language skills
with emphasis on pediatrics. Topics include characteristics of this
unique population, effective use of personal hearing technology, and
collaboration with parents and educators. Two lecture hours a week.
Credit: Two hours.

COMS 5022. Integrating Cultural and Linguistic Diversity in Professional
Practice. Influence of cultural and linguistic diversity on professional
communication used in interviewing, counseling, and communicating
with clients and their families related to communication/swallowing
disorders. Two lecture hours a week. Credit: Two hours.

COMS 5083. Differentiating Communication Across Deaf Education
Settings. Principles and methods for facilitating appropriate
individualized communication strategies for linguistically and culturally
diverse students who are deaf or hard of hearing across the special
education spectrum. Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5093. History, Policies and Trends in Deaf Education. Current
trends and federal and state policies affecting the education of students
who are deaf or hard of hearing. Exploration of the history and evolution
of deaf education in the U.S. Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three
hours.

COMS 5103. Educational Audiology and Listening Supports. Basics
of educational audiology for teachers of deaf education, including
audiometric testing and supporting the effective use of hearing assistive
technologies. Design and implementation of effective classroom
supports that promote auditory access and facilitate the development
of skills in spoken language. Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three
hours.

COMS 5113. Seminar in Communication Sciences. Philosophical
and practical considerations in conducting research; examination of
experimental research designs, grant writing, funding, scientific writing,
the peer-review process, and research ethics; and evaluation of tools for
integrative review in specialized areas of communication sciences. Must
be repeated one time. Three seminar hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5133. Families and Young Children in Deaf Education. Learning
and language for birth to five population of children who are deaf or hard
of hearing. Examination of systems and processes for identification,
early intervention, early childhood programming, and special education.
Applications to family-centered programming and collaboration with
families and professionals which extend across age ranges. Three lecture
hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5143. Classroom Assessment and Access to Print Literacy
in Deaf Education. Principles and practices for assessing culturally
and linguistically diverse students using multiple types of classroom
assessments. Evidence-based teaching strategies to effectively teach
language and literacy skills to Pre-K-12 students who are deaf or hard of
hearing. Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5193. Instructional Processes and Facilitating Language in Deaf
Education. Principles and methods for teaching students of all ages who
are deaf or hard of hearing throughout a variety of placement options.
Written, signed, and spoken language components for all methodologies
explored. Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5232. Language Disorders in Preschool Children. Evaluation and
evidence-based treatment of early-developing language skills in children
with language disorders. Two lecture hours a week. Credit: Two hours.

COMS 5242. School-Based Issues for the Speech-Language Pathologist.
Administrative processes, laws, and best practices for the speech-
language pathologist working in public schools. Two lecture hours a
week. Credit: Two hours.

COMS 5253. Research Application in Communication Sciences.
Laboratory experience and engagement in scholarly writing. Participation
with a mentor in ongoing research including data collection, data
analyses, manuscript preparation, and identification of pilot study area.
Must be repeated one time. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5303. Differentiating Instruction Across Deaf Education Settings.
Instructional modifications and accommodations in deaf education that
are necessary to facilitate access to the general education curriculum.
Creation of a plan for individualized access to general education
curriculum using appropriate accommodations and modifications. Three
lecture hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5323. Assessment and Treatment of Language Disorders
in Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Populations. Principles of
assessment and treatment of language disorders in culturally and
linguistically diverse populations with emphasis on working with Spanish-
English Language Learners. Best practices for strategies, techniques,
and materials used to differentially diagnose and effectively treat various
language disorders in bilingual children and adults. Three lecture hours a
week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5333. Assessment and Diagnosis of Communication Disorders.
A comprehensive study of the evaluative and assessment process in
speech-language pathology including the techniques and materials used
to diagnose various communicative disorders in children and adults.
Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5353. Adult Dysphagia. Principal issues and research concerning
the nature, assessment, and evidence-based treatment of swallowing
disorders in adults. Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5383. Seminar in Pedagogy. Preparation for responsive and
reflective university teaching, distance delivery methods, and effective
mentoring in the health and social sciences; exploration of theories of
learning, teaching styles, instructional delivery and student management.
Three seminar hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5413. Clinical Practicum. Assessment and management of
clients with speech, language, hearing, and swallowing disorders under
direct supervision of TWU ASHA certified and Texas licensed faculty
supervisors. Up to 25 hours of clinical instruction a week. May be
repeated for credit. Credit: Three hours.
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COMS 5423. Augmentative and Alternative Communication. Assessment
and use of a wide range of low and high tech AAC devices. Topics
include legal and ethical issues, definitions, populations/multi-cultural
implications, areas of assistive technology, assessment, intervention
strategies, equipment (low/lite, high-tech options), and feature matching.
Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5443. Clinical Externship. Assessment and treatment of clients
with speech, language, hearing, and/or swallowing disorders under
supervision of ASHA certified and Texas licensed speech-language
pathologists with indirect supervision by TWU faculty. Up to 40 practicum
hours a week. May be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Permission of the
department. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5452. Pediatric Dysphagia. Principal issues and research
concerning the nature, assessment, and evidence-based treatment of
swallowing disorders in children. Prerequisite: COMS 5353. Two lecture
hours a week. Credit: Two hours.

COMS 5473. Advanced Clinical Externship. Assessment and treatment
of clients with speech, language, hearing, and/or swallowing disorders
under supervision of ASHA certified and Texas licensed speech-language
pathologists with indirect supervision by TWU faculty. A clinical course
taken in the last semester of the program culminating in 375 clinical
clock hours and demonstrated mastery of specific ASHA competencies.
Prerequisite: Permission of the department. 20 to 40 practicum hours a
week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5483. Neural Bases of Communication. Neural mechanisms
involved with cognitive functions and sensory/motor pathways for
speech and language. Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5521. Contemporary Issues in Communication Disorders. Detailed
overview of contemporary issues, major theories, evaluations, and
treatment strategies used to habilitate and rehabilitate individuals
with a variety of communication disorders. Prerequisite: Permission of
instructor. One lecture hour a week. Credit: One hour.

COMS 5523. Speech Science. Anatomy, physiology, and acoustics
pertaining to speech production. Instrumentation and measurement
related to the speech mechanism. Theories of speech production and
perception. Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5542. Fluency Disorders. Etiology, evaluation, and evidence-based
treatment of fluency disorders in children and adults. Two lecture hours a
week. Credit: Two hours.

COMS 5553. Speech Sound Disorders. Etiologies, evaluation, and
evidence-based therapy approaches for articulation and phonological
disorders. Three lecture hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5583. Management of Neurogenic Communication Disorders.
Evaluation and treatment of neurogenic speech, language, and cognitive
disorders. Prerequisite: COMS 5483. Three lecture hours a week. Credit:
Three hours.

COMS 5603. Language Disorders in School-Age Children. Principal issues
and research concerning the nature of language disorders in school-age
children; assessment and treatment of such disorders. Three lecture
hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5621. Special Populations and Communication Disorders.
Characteristics, assessment, and treatment of communication disorders
in special populations. One lecture hour a week. Credit: One hour.

COMS 5632. Healthcare and the Speech-Language Pathologist. Principal
issues and responsibilities concerning the nature, assessment, and
evidence-based treatment of patients in various healthcare settings. Two
lecture hours a week. Credit: Two hours.

COMS 5663. Strategies for Supporting Language Development in
Deaf Education. Assessment in instructional strategies for supporting
language development and expanding language (written, spoken, and
manual). Competencies developed through practical application of
strategies with students who are deaf/hard of hearing. Includes ten hours
of field-based experiences across the semester. Three lecture hours a
week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5722. Voice and Resonance Disorders. Physiological process of
voice production as related to voice and resonance disorders; differential
diagnosis and evidence-based treatment procedures in both medical and
behavioral arenas. Prerequisite: COMS 5523. Two lecture hours a week.
Credit: Two hours.

COMS 5723. Assessment and Treatment of Speech Disorders in
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Populations. Best practices for
assessing and treating speech sound, fluency, and voice disorders in
culturally and linguistically diverse populations, with emphasis in working
with Spanish-English Language Learners. Three lecture hours a week.
Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5783. Graduate Field Experience in Deaf Education. Field
experience in education of the deaf, types of teaching, professional
ethics, and effective teaching practices. Eight practicum hours a week.
Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5901. Special Topics. Organized study of Communication
Sciences subject matter normally not included in other COMS courses.
Topic will vary from semester to semester. One lecture hours a week.
Credit: One hours.

COMS 5902. Special Topics. Organized study of Communication
Sciences subject matter normally not included in other COMS courses.
Topic will vary from semester to semester. Two lecture hours a week.
Credit: Two hours.

COMS 5903. Special Topics. Organized study of Communication
Sciences subject matter normally not included in other COMS courses.
Topic will vary from semester to semester. Three lecture hours a week.
Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5911. Independent Study. Individual study of specific problems.
Prerequisite: Permission of instructor. Credit: One hour.

COMS 5912. Independent Study. Individual study of specific problems.
Prerequisite: Permission of instructor. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5913. Independent Study. Individual study of specific problems.
Prerequisite: Permission of instructor. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5923. Instructional Practicum in Deaf Education. Seven-week
professional supervised teaching experience within deaf education K-12
settings. Prerequisites: A passing score on either the Praxis Special
Education: Education of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students (5272) or
the Texas Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing (181) exam, and permission of the
instructor. Seven laboratory hours a week. Credit: Three hours.

COMS 5926. Instructional Internship in Deaf Education. Fourteen-week
professional supervised teaching experience within deaf education K-12
settings. Prerequisites: A passing score on either the Praxis Special
Education: Education of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students (5272) or
the Texas Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing (181) exam, and permission of the
instructor. Thirteen practicum hours a week. Credit: Six hours.

COMS 5973. Professional Paper. An in-depth study and/or review of a
specific problem jointly selected by student and instructor; intensive
laboratory or library research into the topic with a professional paper
presenting the results of this research. May be repeated for a total of six
hours credit. Credit: Three hours.


